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WA VOLUNTEER SERVICE AWARDS 
Statement by Minister for Volunteering 

MR D.T. PUNCH (Bunbury — Minister for Volunteering) [12.12 pm]: I am pleased to inform the house that 
a record number of nomination applications for the 2024 WA Volunteer Service Awards has been received. At the 
close of the nomination period on 29 February 2024, a total of 1 311 nominations had been received—a huge increase 
from the 155 nominations that the government received in 2023. The WA Volunteer Service Awards commenced 
in 2012 with only two categories—25 to 49 years, and 50 years or more of volunteer service at a single organisation. 
The awards aim to recognise and acknowledge the amazing contribution that volunteers make in our communities. 
The recognition and acknowledgement of volunteers across our state remains a high priority today. For 2024, the 
Cook government introduced new award categories to better reflect the breadth of contemporary volunteering 
participation and the diverse volunteering activity in WA. This expansion has seen younger volunteers represented, 
with volunteering service ranges expanded to include five years of service, all the way through to the lifetime 
volunteer award for 60 years or more of service. I am impressed by the response we have had this year and to see 
nominations come in from all corners of WA. With National Volunteer Week fast approaching, I encourage all 
members to join in the celebrations held between 20 and 26 May and acknowledge the generous contribution of 
volunteers Australia-wide. The theme for this year’s National Volunteer Week is “Something for Everyone”, which 
seeks to recognise the diverse passions and talents that everyone brings to the selfless act of volunteering. There are 
many diverse opportunities available to those who wish to give some of their time to support and share their skills. 
I am personally looking forward to hosting the Volunteer Service Awards ceremony on 21 May, at which I will 
have the pleasure of recognising some of the award recipients, as well as attending various volunteering events in 
honour of Western Australia’s generous volunteers during National Volunteer Week. Volunteers play a significant 
role in creating more connected communities for everyone to enjoy. 
I strongly encourage people to seek out volunteering opportunities, to not only give back to their communities, but 
also stay active and foster new social connections. 
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